HELLENISM: IN ANCIENT INDIA

SECTION III.

The Indo-Hellenistic Sculptures of the Mathura School [The Kanishka
Statues of Mathura]: its relationship to the Gandhara School; the
two theories,

The most distinct and conspicuous remains of the Indo-
Hellenic Art in the interior of India are those which have
been discovered at the ancient city of Mathura, situated on the
Jamuna. A group in sandstone, found near Mathura, was
described and figured more than fifty years ago by James
Prinsep, as representing Silenus with his attendants. The
following is a description given by Cunningham in the
Archaeological Reports vol. I, p, 243 : "In the front group, the
principal figure is a short semi-nude man, resting on a low
seat with a vine-crowned brow, out-stretched arms which
appear to be supported by figurines male and female,
standing one on each side. The dress of the female is
certainly not Indian and is almost as certainly Greek.11 Prinsep
agrees with Stacey in considering the principal figure to be
Silenus. His portly Irame, drunken lassitude and vine-
wreathed brow, stamp the individual, while the drapery of his
attendants, pronounce them to be at least foreign to India,
whatever may be thought of Silenus's own costume, which is
certainly highly orthodox and BrahminicaL

Thus the first recorded discovery of Sculpture at Mathura
is that of the so-called Silenus-group, obtained by Colonel
Stacey in 1856 and now preserved in the Calcutta Museum.
In 1853, regular explorations were started by General
Cunningham in the Katra and continued up till 1861. They
yielded numerous sculptural remains, the most important
among them is an inscribed standing Buddha image, now in
the Lucknow Museum. In 1869, Mathura was visited by Dr.